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How did Abraham Lincoln become president?

Use the website, Lincoln’s Road to the White House (roadtowhitehouse.weebly.com) to answer the following questions.

Farewell Address

Compare Versions C and B.  Think about the context of these 2 versions.  Version C is to a live Springfield audience and Version B is for a national audience reading it in the newspaper.  Do the changes effect the tone of his message? Why or why not?

Lincoln often used alliteration in his writing style.  Find an example of alliteration in Version A.

Watch the video and answer the following questions.

 According to the Daily States Journal what was the mood of the crowd that had gathered to see Lincoln off?

Using the information from the previous readings of Lincoln’s autobiographies, what does Lincoln mean by a “strange chequered past?”

Linked excerpts of responses to Lincoln’s farewell address

What were the public’s responses to Lincoln’s address?

Watch the video by Matthew Pinsker and answer the following questions.

Compare Lincoln’s concept of Union as a compact of people vs. the Southern states’ concept of Union as a compact of states.

Why would Lincoln’s strategy of pushing the “moral responsibility of war on the seceding states” make it harder for the states in the upper South to secede?

Comparison Letters to Lincoln’s Inaugural Address

Read the Inaugural Address excerpts and the letter to Lyman Trumbull.  How does the Inaugural Address support what Lincoln said to Trumbull about trying to compromise in order to avoid secession?

Read Lincoln’s ending and Seward’s ending of the Inaugural Address.  Lincoln asked Seward to edit a draft of his speech. Lincoln incorporated some of the changes into his final draft of his Inaugural Address.  What is the meaning of both endings?

